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You’ve been asked to take the assembly today at
short notice.

Nightmare!
What can you do?
Well for a start - don’t panic.
We have a range of assembly story books covering personal and
social development, religious and curriculum topics.
Why not buy our discount bundle, get all your options covered
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Modern Christian Assemblies
The author, Gary Nott, has been a
headteacher for 20 years, twice
serving as an executive headteacher.
He decided to write his own assembly
stories when he couldn’t find any
good stories with a Christian theme.

NEW!

Please note:
This book is NOT included in the
Assembly Bundle on page 2.
It must be ordered separately

R
Ages 7–11
978-1-78317-228-3
160 pages. £18.50
e-book: £12.99

The 50 stories in this contemporary collection of school stories all have a Christian theme
making them ideal for schools wishing to ensure that their collective worship is, in the
main, Christian. Sunday school teachers will also find them invaluable.
Here are just some of the characters you will meet:
n David is missing his best friend, who has left school. Then he meets Arthur, the new
boy. Arthur is different. He is autistic: he can’t speak. How can David make friends
with him?
n Joshua is fascinated with fire but one day goes too far and sets light to his school.
What will his headteacher and parents say?
n Mrs Groves starts a new job as a headteacher and feels cheated when illness stops
her following through with her plans. How will the children react to her death? What
will they do to remember her?
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dĭerent
a donor. She
was a
found
There
hadn’
said.
She
.
rs
place. In a new uniform,
Head children were
’ the docto
‘It could work,
be said?
py
beginning to take pride
thereintotheir
e. Hope.
of chemothera
school. dose
For the
de¿nite chanc
had her ¿rst
She
¿rst time, parents were
awful. She
Limited
happy and wanted
toys. It was
Publications
and Brilliant
g the Easter holida
support the teachersdurin
© Gary Nott
ion only.
in helping
the children to
purchasing institut
for use by the
learn.
Stories
be photocopied
Assembly
This page may
n Christian
Moder
The school had a buzz
about it. Everyone
44changed
who visited said it had
– it was

Teacher’s notes make it easy to make the most of each story,
providing information on the background, story and theme,
as well as a brief summary of what Christians believe and
a short prayer related
Mrs Groves’ Story
Mrs Groves’ Story
to the story.
Teacher’s Notes

Foreword
Storytelling is the essence of human communication: through sharing our own story, and
being drawn into others’, we grow in understanding, self-knowledge and wisdom. Research
suggests that we make sense of much of the world around us by organising our observations
in story form; that is, we humanise or personalise information in order to grasp more fully its
meaning for us.
Jesus of Nazareth was the story teller par excellence! His parables are as fresh and instructive
today as when those gracious words ¿rst fell from his lips. His ancient stories continue to give
deep meaning to modern lives.
In this collection of stories, Gary Nott deploys the very best techniques of storytelling. Using
modern situations and idioms, which are familiar to children, he communicates the wisdom
found in Jesus’ parables.
Everyone has challenges and problems in the routine of daily life: sometimes we refer to
them as Crosses we have to bear. These stories powerfully illustrate The Master’s example
and encourage those who are burdened to imitate him in his determination to do The Father’s
will. Perseverance – that is a lesson which Christ teaches us – to keep going despite the heavy
burdens we may have to carry from time to time.
I regularly witness whole-school assemblies at St Bede School where both pupils and stă are
captivated by the wondrous story-telling of this inspirational headteacher. I am very pleased to
commend his collection of stories as a powerful resource for the transmission of Christian values.

Canon Martin O’Connor, Chadwell Heath, England

With a foreword by
Canon Martin O’Connor
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Brilliant Stories for Assemblies

R
Ages 7–11
978-1-903853-49-8
96 pages. £18.50
e-book: £12.99

The author, Paul Urry, is an
experienced primary school
headteacher and natural storyteller.
He has the gift of choosing the right
words and subject matter to capture
pupils’ interest and to inspire them.

The 60 stories in Brilliant Stories for Assemblies are divided into four sections:
n
n
n
n

Cultural stories from around the world including Iraq, Japan, Scotland and Wales
Religious stories from the six main religions
Moral stories including bullying, birth of a sibling, racism and disability
Historical stories, linked to the Key Stage 2 history curriculum including Greeks and
Victorians

The stories can be used at specific times of the year,
when issues arise, or whenever you are suddenly called
upon to do an assembly! Many can also be adapted
for class assemblies or for different key stages. Each
story ends with suggested questions, which can easily
be rewritten as prayers.

Mary Seacole

(Victorian Britain)
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Crimean
war.
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forgotten.
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Fifty Fantastic Assembly Stories
The author, Adrian Martin, is
the Head teacher of Greasby
Junior School, an Ofsted-rated
outstanding community school,
located in the Wirral.

NEW!
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158 pages. £18.50
e-book: £12.99

This wonderful collection consists of 50
assembly stories, all set in Mill Lane Junior
School, a fictional school. Children will enjoy
getting to know the pupils and staff at Mill
Lane and will relate to the moral dilemmas
the characters face.
Topics range from learning from experience,
listening and cooperation to achievement,
determination and courage.
Children will relate to the main characters
in the stories as they are the same age as
they are, play with the things they play
with and are going through the same daily
challenges as they are going through. As a
result, children will be interested to find out
what the characters do in different situations,
whether it is confronting a bully, or admitting
that they have made a mistake.
Each story provides a moral dilemma for the
character(s) to consider/tackle. The impact
of the way in which the character deals
with the dilemma is significantly greater as
the pupils associate with and relate to the
character.
The stories can be used at specific times of
the year, when issues arise, or whenever you
are suddenly called upon to do an assembly.
They can even be introduced into the
curriculum where appropriate.
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silver buttons down the front and on the cuffs.
Fifty Fantastic Assemb
ly Stories
On the left hand side of the blazer, in a perfectly
horizontal line, were six sparkling medals
standing to attention. On the side of the man’s
head was a mop of thick white hair which was
accompanied by a pair of white bushy eyebrows
and an impressive thick white moustache which
curled up at each end, pointing towards his
twinkling blue eyes.
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‘This is our very special guest everyone,’ Mr Lee
announced. ‘Please give a warm welcome to our
very own World War II soldier, Mr Bill Night.’
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More Brilliant Stories for Assemblies
contains over 50 stories for use in primary
schools. The stories range from those
dealing with specific issues, such as
bullying, racism and disability, to historical
and religious stories. All the stories are
linked to the following themes to aid
personal and social development:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Changes
New Beginnings
Say No to Bullying
Problem Solving
Going for Goals
Relationships
Getting on and Falling out
Be the Best you Can be
Good to be Me
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SEAL reference: Problem Solving

The stories can be used at specific times
of the year, when issues arise or whenever
you are suddenly called upon to do an
assembly!

DON’T FORGET Buy this book as part of our
money-saving bundle and you
can look forward to when it is your
turn to lead an assembly

41

M

iss Timms was a very new teacher.
She had left University only in
July and here she was in front of her
very own class. Part of her felt strong
and ready for the challenges that lay
ahead, but all the other parts felt weak
and wobbly.

Norman was storming towards her. He
was still a good ten metres away, when he
started bawling her name. ‘Miss Timms!’
he yelled. ‘They won’t let me play!’

them to listen?’

Miss Timms had to skip sideways
to avoid a full frontal attack! Which
meant Norman (who was planning just
that because it was what he always did
at home) landed, with a thud worthy
of a large sack of potatoes, on the
playground tarmac.

Miss Timms swivelled round to face
the direction that the unholy noise was
coming from.
Hundreds of ‘what ifs’ had gone through ‘They won’t listen to me!’ Norman
her mind.
continued, as he hurtled towards
‘What if someone cries and won’t stop?’ her with all the power of a charging
rhinoceros.
‘What if someone says no, when I ask
‘What if I forget the dates in history and
muddle them up, telling the class that
The Battle of Hastings was 1666 and
The Great Fire of London was 1066?’
Poor Miss Timms, she hadn’t slept very
well last night.

‘Whoops-y-daisy,’ said kind Miss
Timms. ‘Up you get.’

Then, hardly before she realised, it was
afternoon playtime and none of those
things had happened. ‘That’s it,’ she
thought, ‘my first day over and nothing
will ever be so scary, ever again.’

She tried to pick Norman up, but he
was having none of it. He tensed and
straightened himself, like a plank of
wood, so that, whichever way Miss
Timms tried to haul him up, the other
end was still firmly on the ground!

She smiled.
Too soon!
40
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Brilliant Class-led Assemblies
Let’s Investigate!
Subject:

Science

Area of Study:

Investigations (focusing on insulation
)

Summary:

Let Holmes and Watson guide
you through a
science investigation from the
planning stage
to the conclusion, with the help
of a mad scientist,
some pupils and a fortune-teller!

Timing:

10–15 minutes approx

Props:

G
G
G

cups made of polystyrene, plastic
and metal
ball
G
table and five chairs
OHP/whiteboard
G
words for sashes; ‘Question’,
‘Planning’, ‘Prediction’, ‘Practical’
, ‘Results’ and ‘Conclusio

n’

Music:

None needed

Background
Work:

G

Cast and costumes:
Part

Knowledge of the investigative
process, focusing on insulation

No needed

Narrators

2

Holmes

1

R

Suggested costumes
School uniform/clothing
Tweed jacket, trousers, white
shirt, pipe,
magnifying glass, hat
See Holmes

Watson

1

Pupils presenting
planning stage
Pupils presenting
results and
conclusion
Mad Scientist

5

School uniform/clothing

5

School uniform/clothing

Ages 7–11
978-1-905780-14-3
128 pages. £18.50
e-book: £12.99

1 Investigate
Stereotypical scientists’ uniform
Suggested Script – Let’s
– white
coat

Brilliant Class-led Assemblies for Key Stage 2
contains ten easy-to-use, stress-free assemblies
linked to the National Curriculum for science,
history and geography.
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All these tried-and-tested assembly scripts can be
easily modified to suit your class and can be as
elaborate or as straightforward as you wish. Your
pupils can participate as narrators, evacuees,
water droplets or investigators, even the River
Nile! The assemblies are constructed so that all
the class can be involved in some way. All can be
introduced and executed within one week – so as
not to waste valuable classroom learning time.
Topics covered in Brilliant Class-led Assemblies
are:

29

Any subject
n And here’s one I prepared earlier!
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