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What people say about him:

Fact fi le:
❂ Pip is the narrator and the main

character (protagonist) of  the
story.

❂ He is 7 years old when the story
starts, and in his 30s when the
story fi nishes.

❂ He is an orphan and was raised
by his sister, Mrs Joe, who abuses
him with beatings and makes him
feel guilty all the time.

❂ Pip is working class, but wishes
to be an upper-class gentleman
when he falls in love with Estella.

❂ When Pip gets a secret
benefactor and becomes
rich, he assumes it is
Miss Havisham’s doing,
showing his hopefulness.

❂ Pip eventually learns the
importance of  friends,
family and humility over money.

Full name: Philip Pirrip
Also known as: Handel

Appearance:
When Pip fi nds out about 
his ‘great expectations’, he 
buys new clothes to look 
more like a ‘gentleman’. 
As a child, he is ‘small’, 
‘undersized for (his) years’ 
and ‘not strong’, but with 
‘fat cheeks’.

He is a common 
labouring-boy!

Ever the best 
of friends, ain’t 

us, Pip?

a boy who 
nature and 

circumstances 
made so 
romantic

you visionary 
boy – or man

You coarse little 
monster

a kind of 
servant (for Miss 

Havisham), to gratify 
a want or a whim, 

and to be paid for it

You acted nobly, 
my boy … Noble 
Pip! And I have 
never forgot it.

Fortune alone has 
raised me
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